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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 126 pages.
Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : U. S. National Bioethics Advisory Commission, 1997 OCLC Number:
(OCoL()38880837 Subject: Bioethics. Excerpt: . . . publication of Joshua Lederbergs 1966 article on cloning in the
American Naturalist ( Lederberg, 1966 ). Nevertheless, the impact of these most recent developments on our
national psyche has been quite remarkable. Some commentators have suggested that the furor aroused by the
new possibility for cloning is out of proportion to most of the ethical, legal, and moral issues it raises, since
these same issues have been raised by previous developments and are simply emerging again in a novel and
striking form. Nevertheless, it is important to acknowledge that the possibilities raised by this new technique
certainly would be unprecedented and that some would consider its use to be a truly radical step. This type of
cloning would involve three novel developments: the replacement of sexual procreation with asexual
replication of an existing set of genes; the ability to predetermine the genes of a child; and the ability to create
many genetically identical offspring. Some scientists were surprised that the technical barriers of cell
differentiation and development seemingly could be so easily overcome when using somatic cells as the source
for nuclear transfer. The public - including many members of the scientific community - responded to Dolly
with a combination of fascination, hope for useful new understandings of human biology, and profound
concern - even alarm - about the prospect of being able to create whole humans from a single somatic cell via
nuclear transfer cloning techniques. Although much of the initial public reaction was one of fear, concern, and
serious moral reservations about the potential use or abuse of this new technological capacity,...
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