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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1757 edition. Excerpt: .asseveration was not wanting in these cases, but the
evidence seemeth to have been generally defective for proving that the strange sact proceeded from the person
accused for a witch upon account of it. Our ancestors, lying under a strong prepossession, were wont hastily to
condemn the accused, without giving due attention to this important ques- -tion; Do these sacts, thus strongly
attested, appear, from this evidence, to have the accused for their author Nice enquiry frequently traced them
to other authors, and shewed them to be cheats. far, that the existence of witches is now no longer believed The
christian reader will probably begin to tremble for the fate of the gospel-miracles, if this conformity to
observation and experience be really the criterion of the credibility of attested facts. For, if the strangeness of
witchcraJs, and their remoteness from the regular course os nature be the true and just cause why they have
been ranked among fables and chimera s, then, the miracles of the gospel, being at least equally strange, and
equally remote from the regular course of nature, will, with equal justice be (as the writer mentioned above,
hath, for this very reason, insinuated that they ought to be) disbelieved, and ranked among fables and chimera
s. According to this doctrine, no human testimony can render credible a miraculous fact, as it hath in itself a
root of incredibility, which no force of evidence can eradicate. Thus is this unfortunate, incautious...
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