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indexed. Not illustrated. 1894 Excerpt: .the total annual value of the crop would be raised to about 1,400.
Doubtless, so me addition should be made for quantities too small to be assessed, or if assessed, only under the
minute tithes. Hence 1,500 will not be above the probable value. With what sum does this correspond at the
present day 1 It seems impossible to obtain a trustworthy answer. The result of a rather wide examination of
sources of information, is that the present value of money, pounds, shillings, and pence, is probably more than
three times the value of the period of this record. It will, therefore, be within the truth to assume that the annual
value of the crop in Suffolk was 5,000 in present money. This is not much for a county. But the cultivation was
probably in the main for domestic use. To some extent, perhaps, in districts near the sea, hemp may have been
grown for the rope makers. In the middle ages the ability to prepare the material and to produce linen, c, for
the family, was widely diffused among the peasants. But the preparation which either flax or hemp has to
undergo, immediately after being gathered, requires skill, when the transmission of this, through successive
generations, ceased from any cause, it could not probably be recovered. The changes in manufacture, and
supply of modern times, precludes any possibility of the revival of the mediaeval wide-spread cultivation.
Grown on a large scale, with proper arrangements for...
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