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and the Nazi regime." -lan Buruma, The New York Review of Books "An unusual guided tour of belle poque and
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of humor." -Louis Begley, The New York Times "The well-connected diplomat's gimlet-eyed view of a teetering
Belle Epoque Europe." -Megan O'Grady, Vogue "Harry Kessler was an extraordinary exemplar of the crisis that
overwhelmed Europe in the 20th century. He captured, in his person and in his thoroughly engrossing diaries,
all the dichotomies of his era: the ideals and the devastation, the passion and the despondency, the frisson and
the horror . . . Absolutely riveting. In its literary brilliance and evocative power, the diary is the equal of those of
Virginia Woolf, Harold Nicolson and Andr Gide. Mr. Easton ranks it one of the greatest diaries ever. Many will
agree." -Modris Eksteins, The Wall Street Journal "Count Harry Kessler became, through his experiences and
through the anguished searching of his spirit, something close to a representative man. He seeks out great
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Rilke and Hofmannsthal, of Cosima Wagner, of Richard Strauss, of Diaghilev and Nijinsky, and of other great
dancers and theatrical figures of the age. He tells us of the intrigues of the German Imperial Court. The cast
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