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Conformity With the Requirements for the Degree of Doctor of
Philosophy For several years investigations have been in
progress in this laboratory upon the effect produced by
diffusion of petroleum oils through fuller s earth. These
investigations were pursued in order to obtain some idea of the
changes produced in the process of diffusion to which the oils
have been subjected in their passage from the place of
formation to their present location; also, to gain some idea of
the substances present in the natural oil by a separation of the
constituents by a process not involving the use of heat, and
thereby producing changes by cracking and otherwise. The
results obtained when a light oil from Pennsylvania and a
heavier oil from Illinois were thus fractionated have already
been published. In the present investigation, this method of
fractionation was extended to a very heavy petroleum from
California. About the...
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