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DISEASES OF THE EAR (PAPERBACK)

General Books, United States, 2009. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: N/A. Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Purchase of this book includes free trial access to where you can read more
than a million books for free. This is an OCR edition with typos. Excerpt from book: CHAPTER II DISEASES OF
THE EXTERNAL EAR ANATOMY.?In the adult the external auditory meatus is a little more than one inch in
length, measuring from the concha. It consists of a fibro-cartilaginous portion (outer one-third) and an osseous
portion (inner two-thirds). The fibro-cartilage is a finger-like continuation of the auricular cartilage; it is
incomplete in its upper and posterior part where fibrous tissue takes its place (pars fibrosa). In this
cartilaginous portion are two transverbe fissures known as the fissures of Santorini. These exist between the
three centres from which the cartilage is developed. They permit of straightening of the external meatus during
examination of the auditory canal and tympanic membrane; also an abscess of the parotid gland may break
through them into the auditory canal. The cartilaginous portion is attached to the rim of the tympanic bone,
whilst the fibrous portion is continuous with the lining membrane of the temporal bone. The external meatus is
not a straight canal. As it extends inwards it forms a slight curve with its convexity upwards, the summit of
which is situated at the junction of the cartilaginous and bony portions. In a horizontal section it points at first
slightly backwards, and then forwards. Thus to straighten the external meatus and bring into view its deeper
parts, the auricle must be pulled upwards and backwards. The lumen of the auditory canal varies in size: it
widens Fio. 1.?Vertical section through Ear?to show External Auditory Canal, Tympanic Cavity, and Internal Ear.
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